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Preparing Your School Building’s Drinking Water for Students 
Returning in the Fall

Holly Gohlke, R.S., M.S.A.

School Drinking Water Program

517-220-1904| GohlkeH@Michigan.gov
Michigan.gov/SchoolWater

http://www.michigan.gov/SchoolWater
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Agenda

• Introduction 

• Drinking water management plan

• EGLE flushing methods

• EGLE assistance

• Discussion
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Concerns/Questions

• Will the pandemic precautions continue?

• Will all students be back in the classroom?

• How do we keep the children & staff safe?

• Is the water healthy to consume?
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Who
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What

Getting the water system up, running & ready for the students
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Where
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When

Prior to the return of 
students this fall
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Why

All Children Need Healthy Water
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Let’s Get Started

A well-maintained plumbing system & water movement preserves 
healthy drinking water
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Develop the Water Management Plan 

Repair
Replace
Flush
Clean
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Water Management Factors

1. Complexity, materials & condition affects water quality

2. Water use affects water quality

3. Systematic flushing helps remove contaminants

4. Aerators, screens, filter cartridges and water use devices must 
be kept clean and replaced on schedule
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Summer Requirements

1. Assess the risk of stagnant water & potential contaminants

2. Flush the system in August (EGLE High Velocity Method)

3. “Refresh” drinking & food preparation taps immediately prior 
to the return of students (EGLE Fresh Tap Method)

4. Replace filter cartridges & maintain devices
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Assess the Risk - Excessive Stagnation
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Flush the Plumbing System

• Pre-determine flushing zones 

• Begin at first zone & open all cold-water fixtures

– Ensure average of 3 ft/sec flow through meter

– Start timer & flush for at least 15 minutes

– Systematically flush toilets

– Make frequent rounds to monitor water levels in sinks or adjust zone 

• Close all fixtures in first zone and proceed to next zone

• Repeat process as needed

High Velocity 
Flushing 
Method
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Continue to Refresh the Water

Fresh Tap 
Flushing 
Method
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Other Actions Needed This Summer

• Clean/maintain water use devices & appliances

• Evaluate for cross connections

• Replace filter cartridges 

• Test the drinking water
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GPM
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EGLE’s School Drinking Water Program

Lead Testing

Plumbing Assessment

WMP Development

Flushing Zones

Guidance

EGLE-DWEHD-SchoolWater@Michigan.gov

Lead 
Testing 
Grant
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Summary

• Implement a drinking water management, 
flushing and testing plan

• Conduct a high velocity flush this summer 
to remove stagnant water and 
contaminants

• Freshen up the water immediately prior to 
student return

• Replace filter cartridges
• Sample the water to determine if the 

process is a success!
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Time to Discuss!

Michigan.gov/SchoolWater

Michigan.gov/DrinkingWater

Michigan.gov/MILeadSafe

EGLE-DWEHD-SchoolWater@Michigan.gov
517-220-1904

GohlkeH@Michigan.gov


